Tumor lysis syndrome: pathophysiology, definition, and alternative treatment approaches.
Tumor lysis syndrome (TLS), a life threatening metabolic syndrome seen in malignancies with high tumor burden, is reviewed in this article. The new Cairo and Bishop classification system is discussed as well as the clinical management of this syndrome. Special emphasis is placed on the use of a relatively new agent, rasburicase, as an alternative to allopurinol in the management of TLS-associated hyperuricemia.